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cream and berries, raisin scones and cinnamon butter. In better worlds, wiser Tom Vanadiums chose different tactics that resulted in less misery than this, in a far swifter
conveyance of Enoch Cain to the halls of justice. But he was none of those Tom Vanadiums. He was only this Tom, flawed "land struggling, and he couldn't take comfort in
the fact that elsewhere he had proved to be a better man..Agnes's big brother by six years, Edom had lived in one of the two apartments above the large detached garage,
behind the main house, since he was twenty-five, when he'd left the working world. He was now thirty-six..In her features, the girl entirely resembled her mother. She was
nothing whatsoever like Junior. Only the light brown shade of her skin provided evidence that she hadn't been derived from Seraphim by parthenogenesis..As Barty
ascended higher, Agnes's fear became purer, but at the same time, she was filled with a wonderful, irrational exhilaration. That this could be accomplished, that the
darkness could be overcome, struck music from the harpstrings of the soul. From time to time, the boy paused, perhaps to rest or to mull over the three-dimensional map in
his incredible mind, and every time that he started upward again, he put his hands in exactly the right place, whereupon Agnes would speak a silent inner yes! Her heart
was with Barty high in the tree, her heart in his, as he had been with her, safe inside her womb, on the rainy twilight that she had ridden the spinning, tumbling car to
widowhood..Judging by the smeariness of the letters and by the fact that some had run before they dried, the writing instrument hadn't been a felt-tip marker, as Vanadium
first thought. A spattering of red droplets on the closed lid of the toilet and across the beige marble floor, all dry now, gave rise to a suspicion..Sunday, Junior hid out from
Scamp, using his Ansaphone to screen her calls, and worked with such astonishing focus on his needlepoint pillows that he forgot to go to bed that night. He fell asleep
over his needles at ten o'clock Monday morning..Victoria lay faceup on the floor. The nurse was no longer as lovely as she had been, and perhaps because of early rigor
mortis, her grace, which had initially been evident even in death, had now deserted her..To the window. The warm room sucked cooling fog out of the night, and she leaned
across the sill into the streaming mist..He opened the solid doors on the bottom of the breakfront, did not find what he was looking for, checked in the sideboard next, and
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there it was, a small liquor supply. Scotch, gin, vodka. He selected a full bottle of vodka..Returning to his apartment, Edom had to pass under the limbs of the majestically
crowned oak that dominated the deep yard between the house and the garage..Nothing in his reading offered a satisfactory explanation for what had been happening to
him. None of the women filled the hole in his heart, and all of the Bartholomews were harmless. Only the needlepoint offered any satisfaction, but though Junior was proud
of his craftsmanship, he knew that a grown man couldn't find fulfillment in stitchery alone..Agnes had read the last half of Red Planet to Barty just the previous night, but he
brought the book with him, to read it again..She heard the door, and when she opened her eyes, the bay had already slid out of the car, into the downpour again. She called
him back, but he kept going..This back blow wasn't just sport, either, but more like Vietnam as lie sometimes told women that he remembered it. As though pitched by a
grenade blast, Junior went from his feet to the floor with chin-rapping impact, teeth guillotining together so hard that he would have severed his tongue if it had been
between them..For each of them, Agnes put one scoop of vanilla ice cream in a tall glass of root beer, and after changing quickly into their pajamas, they sat together in
Barty's bed, enjoying their treats, while she read aloud the last sixty pages of Starman Jones..By telephone, he had been prepared for this boy. Strange as it was to find a
Bartholomew in their lives, given Enoch Cain's peculiar obsession, Tom nonetheless agreed with Celestina that the wife killer could have no way to know about this
child-and could certainly have no logical reason to fear him. The only thing they had in common was Harrison White's sermon, which had inspired this boy's name and might
have planted the seed of guilt in Cain's mind.."That's exactly how I hoped he would be." Relieved, he followed Agnes to the living room. "Listen, Aggie, you know, I don't
have anything against Jacob, but-"
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