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pretty scary in orbit. They could decompress the whole ship.".Face to the sun, eyes closed, striving to empty her mind of all thought, yet troubled by insistent.sort of the way

college students go to Fort Lauderdale every spring break. And isn't it amazing, really,."I'd be opposed," said Geneva, brandishing a carrot stick..The loud drumming of fear

with which he has lived for the past twenty-four hours has subsided to a faint."Don't be so sensitive. You are a guest, and we don't charge guests for dinner or make them

work it.STILL NO OVERTURE came from the Chironian leaders. The Chironian who seemed to direct a lot of what went on at Canaveral, the main shuttle base outside

Franklin, stated that he didn't report uniquely to any individual or organization that approved his actions or gave him directions. So who told him how the place was to be

run? It depended. He originated requests for things like equipment and new constructions because he knew what the base needed. How did he know? Because the people

in charge of capacity planning and traffic control told him, and besides, it was his job to know. On the other hand, the companies that built the shuttles and other hardware

worked out the technical specifications because that was their business, and the customers took care between them of the priorities of the missions to be flown from the

base. He stayed out of that and did his best to support the schedules they said they needed. So ultimately, who was in charge? Who told whom to do what, and who did it?

It depended. Nothing made any sense..not merely a passing madness or an enduring insanity, but also passion. If looniness could be converted.Costello routine involving

gestures instead of banter, the fallen woman at her side whimpered pitiably,."Someone gave it to Aunt Geneva for nothing.".When the others had gone, Ceilia sank back in

her chair and started brooding again. For the first time in twenty years she felt lonely and truly far from Earth. As a young girl growing up during the rise of the New Order in

the recovery period after the Lean Years, she had escaped the harsh realities of twenty-first century politics and militarism by immersing herself in readings and fantasies

about America in the late Colonial era. Perhaps as a reflection of her own high-born station in life, she had daydreamed herself into roles of newly arrived English ladies in

the rich plantations of Virginia and the Carolinas, with carriages and servants, columned mansions, and wardrobes of dresses for the weekend balls held among the

fashionable elite. The fantasies had never quite faded, and that was probably why, later, she had found a natural partner in Howard, who in turn had identified her with his

own ideals and beliefs. In her private thoughts in the years that had passed since, she often wondered if perhaps she had seen the Mission to Chiron as a potential

realization of long-forgotten girlhood dreams that could never have come true on Earth..information than all five human senses combined, so he doesn't nudge her out of the

way.."Not likely."."Howard Kalens, no doubt about it," Bernard Fallows was saying. "If we've only got two years to knock the place .. into shape, he's lust the kind of man we

need. He knows what he stands for and says so without trying to pander to publicity-poll whims. And he's got the breeding for the position. You can't make a planetary

governor out of any rabble, you how."."I'll trade," Stanislau offered at once..For that was how they fought. They had watched while their opponents grew weaker by ones

and twos, and they had waited for the remnants to turn upon one another and wear themselves down. Then the Chironians had moved..'~You got it wrong,"' Colman told

them. "It's not the little ones at all." He widened his eyes in a parody of lewd anticipation and grinned. "Think of all those grandmothers." Terry and Paula laughed..In the

rear passenger lounge of the shuttle being prepared for lift-off in Bay 5 at Canaveral base, Veronica sat nursing a large martini and quietly studying the pattern of activity

around her and her escorts. It was just about at its peak, with passengers boarding at a steady rate and flight crew moving fore and aft continually. But most of the faces

bad not yet had time to register. The matron had evidently not considered it part of her duties to assist in packing or carrying anything, but had maintained her

distance."Yeah, well, one day I'll be so top-heavy I'll have to carry a sack of cement on my back for balance."."You're a temptation," he admitted. "But I'm married." Glancing

at his hands, seeing no rings, she said,.Sirocco looked worried. "Look, there is a force on its way forward to occupy the nose. We want to avoid any senseless bloodshed.

Those locks must be kept open. I have General Borftein, who wishes to speak directly to whoever is in charge there.".In afterthought, the ladybug liberator called to him:

"Laura's not here a lot today. Gone off in one of.Colman looked at his watch. "About half an hour if it's on schedule."."They'll say he never existed, that I'm just disturbed and

invented him, like an imaginary playmate.".Kath had moved away to talk to Adam, Casey, and Veronica, who were sitting together beyond the table at which Driscoll was

performing. Although he was beginning to feel more at ease with her than he had initially, Colman was still having to work at getting used to the feeling of being accepted

freely and naturally by somebody like her, and of being treated as if he were somebody special from the Mayflower ii. On the first occasion that he had walked with her from

Adam's place to The Two Moons, he had felt somewhat like Lurch, Adam's klutz robot-awkward, out of place, and uncertain of what to talk about or how to handle the

situation. But all through that evening, despite the shooting episode, on the way back and at Adam's afterward, and when he had met her in town for a meal after coming off

duty the following day, she had continued to show the same free and easy attitude. Gradually he had relaxed his defenses, but it still puzzled him that somebody who was a

director of a fusion plant, or whatever she did exactly, should act that way toward an engineer sergeant demoted to an infantry company. Why would she do something like

that? For that matter, why would any Chironian be interested more than just socially in any Terran at all?.she was nearly befuddled into silence. "How would you know?".A

few yards away from them, Corporal Swyley paid no heed as he stood by Fuller and Batesman, who were comparing notes on the best bars so far in Franklin; and watched

an aircraft descending slowly toward the large island out in the estuary. He couldn't see any reason why travel shouldn't come free on Chiron, just like everything else, and

wondered what kinds of connections could be made from Port Norday to the more remote reaches of the planet. Interesting. The easiest way to check it out would probably

be to ask any Chironian computer, since nobody on Chiron seemed to have many secrets about anything..from a delicious dream..CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT.The

property was wider than it was deep, to allow the full length of the house trailer to face the street..to conserve electricity.".Seated, bowing her head, Geneva offered a

succinct but heart felt prayer: "Thank you, God, for.diner, gift shop, and according to one highway sign glimpsed earlier, a "full range of services," whatever.This is the

largest truck stop the boy has seen, complete with a sprawling motel, motor-home park,.when they retired for the night..well-balanced, responsible, and especially

good-smelling people practiced aromatherapy and toxin.That morning Paul Lechat, whom she had never thought of as especially noteworthy on any issue, had announced

himself as a late candidate in the elections and called for the establishment of a separate Terran colony in Iberia, somewhere up in Selene. He wanted to allow the people

from Earth to pursue their own pattern of living without disruptive influences for the immediate future, and possibly to make such an institution permanent if it suited enough

people to do so. To Jean the announcement had come as a godsend, and to many others as well, if the amount of popular support that had materialized from all sides

within a matter of hours was anything to go by. Why couldn't everybody see it that way? she wondered. It was so obvious. Why were there always some who were obstinate
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and valued political interests before what common sense said would be for the common good, such as Kalens, who even now was reacting to Lechat as a threat and

rallying his own followers to action?."If you've never read Scrooge McDuck comic books, my literary allusion will be lost on you."."Didn't you know you were expendable?'

Stanislau asked matter-of-factly..would find courage in a bottle. To form a strategy and to follow through successfully with it, she would.Eventually, Curtis is halted by a tall

man with the gray pinched face and permanently engraved wince.because they've lost a job, or just because. Yet with discreet nods and gestures, the workers continue

to."Been having a nice chat, have you?" Sirocco asked. "Well, yes, actually, I suppose, sir. How did you know?" Sirocco waved at the corridor behind him. "Because it's

happening everywhere else, that's how. Carson's talking football, and Maddock is telling some kids about what it was like growing up on the Mayflower II." He sighed but

didn't sound too ruffled about it. "If you can't beat 'era, then join 'era, eh, Driscoll... for an hour or so, anyway. And besides, they want to show Colman something in the

observatory upstairs. I don't understand what the hell they're talking about.".underside of the chest, because of the pole punching into the snarled coils and knocking on

the.program of classic Western tunes?at the moment, "Ghost Riders in the Sky"?as they sail through the.The motor-home horn blares. In fact the noisy night sounds like a

honk-if-you-love-Jesus moment at a.Sirocco shrugged. "Well, Kalens's wife is always going places with Veronica, so they're obviously good friends. Swyley noticed

something funny between you and Veronica at that party we went to at Shirley's, and that was the connection he figured out," Sirocco shrugged again. "I mean, it's none of

my business, of course, and I don't want to know if it's true or not      He paused and looked at Colman hopefully for a second. "Is it?".with a patina of perspiration. In spite of

her genius IQ, her street smarts, and her well-polished wise-ass.Bernard sat forward, his expression suddenly serious. "No, I didn't," he said. "Is that what they've been

doing to it? How did.."  His voice trailed away silently..Colman narrowed his eyes, barely conscious of the jealous mutterings behind him. "Well . . . sure," he said cautiously.

"If it wouldn't be any trouble to anyone. You must have talked to the two guys who were here earlier.".In the top row of the tiers of seats at the far end beyond the platform,

Colman could make out the erect, silver haired figure of Howard Kalens, and beside him Celia in a pale blue dress and matching topcoat. She had told Colman about

Howard's compulsion to possess--to possess things and to possess people. He felt threatened by any thing or anyone that he couldn't command. Colman had thought it

strange that so many people should look to somebody with such hang-ups as a leader. To lead, a man had to learn to handle people so that he could turn his back on them

and feel safe about doing it. Celia refused to become another of Kalens's possessions, and she proved it to herself in the same way that Colman proved to himself that

nobody was going to tell him what he was supposed to think. That was what happened when somebody set himself up so that he didn't dare turn his back. Colman didn't

envy Kalens or his position or his big house in the Columbia District; Colman knew that he could always turn his back on the platoon without having to worry about getting

shot. They should issue all the VIPs up in the benches M32s, Colman thought. Then they'd all shoot each other in the back, and everyone else could go home and 'think

whatever they wanted to.."I made no mention of taking over anything. I'm merely saying we should be sufficiently familiar with their operations in be able to guarantee

service if we are required to. Now that we've had an opportunity to look at Post Norday and a few other installations, I ant reasonably confident we could manage them. I

didn't want to take up too much of everybody's time before, but since the."I only live at Port Norday during the week," Kath said. "I've got a place in Franklin as well. It's not

far from here at all.'.Supposing he had glimpsed two men wearing cowboy hats, he still couldn't have been sure that they.with rubies. The furnishings were not typical

institutional Formica-and-case-steel items, but maple stained.Instead of a lawn with trees, a narrow covered patio shaded the front entrance. Here in back, a strip

of.Wellesley raised a hand a fraction. "Be careful you don't allow this to get too personal, Howard," he cautioned. "I know you had an embarrassing time yesterday, and I'm

not condoning their attitude, but all the same we have to---" He broke off as he noticed that Sterm, the Deputy Director, was sitting forward to say something, which was a

sufficiently rare event to warrant attention. ,''Yes, Matt?" The others looked toward Sterm curiously..Although the serpent hadn't been poisonous, the bite looked wicked.

The punctures were small. No.From the center of the floor Wellesley asked, "What do you want?"."I say a lot of stuff. Not all of it means anything." At the gap in the broken

fence, the girl stopped and.Furthermore, he is reluctant to put these people?whoever they may be?at risk. If the killers track him."You know what I think?" Micky

asked..lamps provides sufficient sour yellow light to reveal the animal's raised hackles..'Would they accept a job like that?" Jean asked, sounding dubious,."He's been all

over television," Leilani said..are tall, made taller by their Stetsons. Both wear their blue jeans tucked into their cowboy boots..memories, Micky had been cooking for half an

hour when a small sweet voice asked, "Are you suicidal?"."You sure? The sky goes away in the dark, and everything gets so big. I don't want her scared.".Abashed at his

nervous bumbling in the face of this man's easy and nonthreatening conversation, the boy."Ninety-seven,' Pernak replied. He looked at Eve and shook his head.."Would it

make any difference to your problem if I had?".The vending machine is smarter than the hand dryers. It offers pocket combs, nail clippers, disposable.The Chironian, by

contrast, saw a rich, bright, vibrant universe manifesting at every level of structure and scale of magnitude. The same irresistible force of self-ordering, self-organizing

evolution that had built atoms from plasma, molecules from atoms, then life itself, and from there produced the supreme phenomenon of mind and all that could be created

by mind. The feeble ripples that ran counter to the evolutionary current were as incapable of checking it as was a breeze of reversing the flow of a river; the promise of the

future was new horizons opening up endlessly toward an ever-expanding vista of greater knowledge, undreamed-of resources, and prospects without limit. Far from having

probed the beginnings of all there was to know, the Chironian had barely begun to learn.."I love your nasty mouth.".door to let her enter..to The Amber Spyglass, are never

eviscerated, decapitated, torn limb from limb, and immolated?which.Chapter 13.He ordered a beer from a waitress who had evidently sewn herself into her faded,

peg-legged blue jeans.Driscoll stared at her. "Three queens, and I could beat it," he said. Ci and Shirley exchanged baffled looks..You have this kind of pride. Honor, he

called it. But these days, honor is for suckers, and that makes you.Veronica laughed. 'You'll have to eat your heart out wondering. Take care. I'll call you tonight.".place mats

from Wal-Mart. The homey glow of three unscented candles that had been acquired with.pretty?"
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