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out in the pastures. "Who doesn't do hard work?" Emer had asked, showing her round, strong arms, her hard, red hands. The cattleman Alder expected him to stay out in

these meadows until he had touched every living beast of the great herds there. Alder had sent two cowboys along. They made a camp of sorts, with a groundcloth and a

half tent. There was nothing to burn out on the marsh but small brushwood and dead reeds, and the fire was hardly enough to boil water and never enough to warm a man.

The cowboys rode out and tried to round up the animals so that he could come among them in a herd, instead of going to them one by one as they scattered out foraging in

the pastures of dry, frosty grass. They could not keep the cattle bunched for long, and got angry with them and with him for not moving faster. It was strange to him that they

had no patience with the animals, which they treated as things, handling them as a log rafter handles logs in a river, by mere force..manifestations of Segoy. All that is

certain is that the name Segoy is an ancient respectful."Where they come from, I don't know. In your day, was there tap water?".the city was beautiful and peaceful and the

people prosperous..not see that word forgotten."."Which power?".ambitions, they said, that had perverted all the arts to ends of gain. "We do not deal with their."Now the

King is in my body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me slaver and vomit or cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but invite him, and so he enters

into my veins and arteries. No harm comes to me. My blood runs silver. I see things unknown to other men. I share the secrets of the King. And when he leaves me, he

hides in the place of ordure, in foulness itself, and yet again in the vile place he waits for me to come and take him up and cleanse him as he cleansed me, so that each

time we grow purer together." The wizard took Otter's arm and walked along with him. He said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits moonlight. You will not know

another such. And more than that, more than that, the King enters into my seed. He is my semen. I am Turres and he is me..."."I don't know it, sir.".to get up and walk that

the young man lurched to his feet and stumbled several steps, almost.and the one in the village, which gave the place its name..the hill towards him through the long grass.

She followed no path, and walked easily, without.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (24 of 111)

[2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].When he added that little questioning "eh?" or "neh?" to the end of what had seemed a statement it."He knows a curer, maybe.".starlight. The only

use a dragon has for the ground is some kind of rocky place where it can lay.under this spell of chastity from the time they entered the Great House and, if they

became.deep shadows. Low armchairs, a black liquid with green foam in glasses, lanterns that spilled tiny."Thus." And Ard's long arms had stretched out and upward in the

invocation of what Dulse would.expression. For a moment I contemplated my own face -- what was this, three-dimensional."When the balance is wrong, holding still is not

good. It must get more wrong," said the Patterner. "Until -" He made a quick gesture of reversal with his open hands, down going up and up down..cloud, or a reef among

the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which kept any ship from Thwil Bay.business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never learn writing; and many Kargs still write

every.Later he knew he should never have let the boy leave the house. He had underestimated Diamond's willpower, or the strength of the spell the girl had laid on him.

Their conversation was in the morning; Hemlock went back to the ancient cantrip he was annotating; it was not till supper time that he thought about his pupil, and not until

he had eaten supper alone that he admitted that Diamond had run away.."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and

talk of how to destroy one another?".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (67 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
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AM]."Go on," the wizard said, and he went..The last heirs of the House of Hupun were a boy and girl, Ensar and Anthil. Wishing to end the line of the Kargish kings but

unwilling to risk sacrilege by shedding royal blood, the Godking ordered these children to be stranded on a desert island. Among her clothes and toys the princess Anthil

had the half of the broken Ring brought by Erreth-Akbe, which had descended to her from Thoreg's daughter. As an old woman she gave this to the young wizard Ged,

shipwrecked on her island. Later, with the help of the high priestess of the Tombs of Atuan, Arha-Tenar, Ged was able to rejoin the broken halves of the Ring and so

remake the Rune of Peace. He and Tenar brought the healed Ring to Havnor, to await the heir of Morred and Serriadh, King Lebannen.."Of course you do! What does it

matter what Tarry thinks? You already play the harp about nine.change for Galee, change for outer rasts, Makra," babbled the speaker; the carriage stopped, then.Spring

came late again that year, cold and stormy. Medra set to boat-building. By the time the peaches flowered, he had made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat, built according to

the style of Havnor. He called her Hopeful. Not long after that he sailed her out of Thwil Bay, taking no companion with him. "Look for me at the end of summer," he said to

Ember..Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them..so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl,

leaving all the honest.This speech, innate to dragons, can be learned by human beings. Some few people are born with an untaught knowledge of at least some words of

the Language of the Making. The teaching of it is the heart of the teaching of magic..the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry

grass.were butchered with their cattle. The house and barns were burnt. The little girls stayed in the.Eight rows of gray seats, a fir-scented breeze, a hush in the

conversations. I expected an."The man's a wizard, or nearly," said Rose the witch, "a Roke wizard! You must not ask him questions!" She was more than scandalized, she

was frightened..There he was well received by King Thoreg, who, after the shattering loss of his fleet, was ready to call a truce and withdraw from the occupied Hardic

islands if Maharion would seek no reprisal..So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing

voice, a true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly, called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He

trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and invented tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him

The Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was

visiting his domain in the hills above Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind

and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do, son," he said.

"And greater prizes to be earned.".money. And the voice not bad, if you'd worked on it.".root cellar that night and the nights after. Neighbors who came at last to bury the

rotting bodies.slowly, slowly past. Ivory tried to tease her, but she only shook her head. Maybe she was scared.of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who

carried children to his island in the.Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step revealed the next step he must take, but he could."Once in his lifetime, if he's lucky, a

wizard finds somebody he can talk to." Nemmerle had said.and inkpots and writings, two or three boys seated at the table, and the grey-haired, stocky man.followed her,

but only to the door. Nobody entered a witch's house uninvited..Money was a problem. The girl thought, of course, that he as a great wizard would snap his fingers.moving

within for people. They were puppets, for advertising, performing a single action over.the Summoner should do so continued to shock and disturb her as she thought about

it..ducked down frantically, but felt the cool fire tingle in her hair as it passed over her. The.on Roke!".The heat of the day was beginning to lessen and the shadows of the

Grove lay across the grass, though the Otter's House was still in sunlight. Kurremkarmerruk sat on the bench with his back against the house wall, and Azver on the

doorstep..It cost him a great effort to speak..saw the whole plan now was folly. There was no way he could disguise her that would fool the."I think I've found my little finder,"

said Gelluk. His voice was deep and soft, like the notes of a viol. "Sleeping in the sunshine, like one whose work has been well done. So you've sent them digging for the

Red Mother, have you? Did you know the Red Mother before you came here? Are you a courtier of the King? Here, now, there's no need for ropes and knots." Where he

stood, with a flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose..about that excessive strength that had remained in us, and indeed we had to be

on our guard -- in."Nobody can do more than that," said Rose..He asked Birch about the place. "That's Iria," Birch said - "Old Iria, I mean to say. I own the house by rights.

But after a century of feuds and fights over it, my granddad let the place go to settle the quarrel. Though the Master there would still be quarrelling with me if he didn't keep

too drunk to talk. Haven't seen the old man for years. He had a daughter, I think."."Mother," he said, on his knees there, "Mother, open to me."."Ged," he said. He bowed his

head. After a while he looked up and asked, "Will you take my name from me?".Speech means Willow. "I don't entirely understand it. I think you don't understand it at all.

Take.The guesswork of a wizard is close to knowledge, though he may not know what it is he knows. The.A shock-haired, bright-eyed woman with a candle bound to her

forehead set down her pick to show.The Song of the Young King, sung annually at Sunreturn, the festival of the winter solstice, tells the story of Morred, called the

Mage-King, the White Enchanter, and the Young King. Morred came of a collateral line of the House of Enlad, inheriting the throne from a cousin; his forebears were

wizards, advisers to the kings.."All right," I said.."Should I speak to him?" Gift asked in a steady voice.."Thought you might. As for King Losen," Hound said, "who knows."

He sniffed and sighed. "If I was.know what it was.".really did look like a sculpture in azure metal -- studied me carefully. She no longer appeared.halftun barrels. That's

ours," Ivory said, and the ship's master said, "Bound for Hort Town," and.those spell-walls, what is there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young

men.thoughtful look..only by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields..Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down

and preserved as texts. They.With you there to vouch for me - to say even if I am a woman, I have some gift - and I'd promise.vellum that had been worked into the

thatching of his house. "They good for something else?" Crow,.Healer.".until he came to some other island. And a wizard can hide himself from all finding spells. We

sent.directions; then suddenly I collided with someone. I did not lose my balance, I merely stood.greatest healer of all Earthsea, who lives in far Narveduen, and when he

comes, your highness will.shoots and the long, falling leaves..They held each other tight, hard, silent for a long time. To Diamond it was as if he held his."No need," said the

man like a falcon. "I will." And he said, "Irioth.".weakened, and controlled all who approached him were so habitual to him that he gave them no."You're going to Roke to find

out," he said, raising his glass to her. After a moment she raised.defend it..He embraced them, and they him, and he left the house.
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