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hunter of men pretty much had to be when on a long hard road of recuperation and then on a mission of vengeance, even if he called it a mission of justice. During the few

days he'd spent guarding Celestina and Grace and Angel in the city, and subsequently during the week with Wally, Tom had felt that he was part of a family, even if it was
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potting bench..Angel returned to the table for apple juice and to announce, "They got a cookie-jar Jesus!".Nothing in life was risk free, so he hesitated only a moment: at the

foot of the porch steps before climbing them and knocking on the door..He hit Celestina with the big question, the huge question, just as she paused in her babbling to suck

in a deep breath, the better to spout even more nonsense, whereupon this panicky inhalation caught in her breast, caught so stubbornly that she was certain she would

need the attention of paramedics to start breathing again, but then Wally popped open the box, revealing a lovely engagement ring, the sight of which made the trapped

breath explode from her, and then she was breathing fine, although snuffling and crying and just generally a mess. "I love you, Wally."."To support my eyelids. And because

without anything in the sockets, I look gross. People barf. Old ladies pass out. Little girls like you Pee their pants and run screaming.".Her eyes, lustrous pools, brimmed

with the need to know, but she respected the deal. "I only half understood all that, and I don't even know which half, but in some strange way, it feels true. Thank you. I will

think about it tonight, when I can't sleep." She stepped close and kissed him on the cheek. "Who are you, Tom Vanadium?".He turned the brochure in his hands, to look at

the front of it again. Gradually he began to suspect that the title of the exhibition might be what had brought to mind the reverend's unremembered sermon.."Wrong about

what, sugarpie smoosh--smoosh?" Celestina asked as Wally pulled to the curb again and parked..Using the straight edge of a ruler to guide his eye down each column,

Junior searched for Bartholomew, ignoring surnames. He had already checked to see if anyone in the county had Bartholomew for a last name; no one in this directory

did..When he dared to look in the mirror above the sink, he expected to see a haggard face, sunken eyes, but the grim experience had left no visible mark. He quickly

combed his hair. Indeed, he looked so fine that women would as usual caress him with their yearning gazes when he made his way back through the gallery..Barty sat at

the kitchen table, reading Between Planets. From time to time, Agnes discovered him watching her at work or studying Maria's face and her dexterous hands..A sense of

mystery overcame Agnes, unnerving but not entirely or even primarily unpleasant..When Renee realized that this rejection was complete and final, she-he, whatever-was

transformed from well-sugared southern lady to bitter, venomous reptile. Eyes glittering with fury, lips twisted and skinned back from her teeth, she called him all kinds of

bastard, stringing epithets together so effortlessly and colorfully that she enhanced his vocabulary more than had all the home-study courses that he'd ever taken,

combined. "And face it, pretty-boy, you knew what I was from the moment you offered to buy me a drink. You knew, and you wanted it, wanted me, and then when we got

right down to the nasty, you lost your nerve. Lost your nerve, pretty-boy, but not your need.".At the end of the famous sermon, Celestina's father had wished to all

well-meaning people that into their lives should fall a rain of benign effects from the kind and selfless actions of countless Bartholomews whom they would never meet. And

he assures those who are selfish or envious or lacking in compassion, or who in fact commit acts of great evil, that their deeds will return to them, magnified beyond

imagining, for they are at war with the purpose of life. If the spirit of Bartholomew cannot enter their hearts and change them, then it will find them and mete out the terrible

judgment they deserve..Otter said nothing..Drawing from a well of inspiration deeper than instinct, Junior knew that if ever he crossed paths with a man named

Bartholomew, he must be prepared to deal with him as aggressively as he had dealt with Naomi. And without delay.."That's the Oreo. After I ate it up, the cookie went

smoosh--smoosh into my finger."."Here we are," said the driver, braking to a stop at the curb in front of the gallery..The kids insisted on knowing what was meant by the line

about the chicken, and this led to the laying of a coopful of Why-did-the chicken-cross-the-road jokes, which Edom and Jacob had memorized in childhood as an act of

rebellion against their humorless father..He woke several times that night, instantly alert for a ghostly serenade, but he heard no otherworldly crooning..As they rolled along

the coast, Agnes began to read to Barty from Podkayne of Mars: " 'All my life I've wanted to go to Earth. Not to live, of course-just to see it. As everybody knows, Terra is a

wonderful place to visit but not to live. Not truly suited to human habitation."'."It's even worse," Junior rasped, convinced that he was losing some indefinable advantage if

the cop left without playing out this moment as it would usually unfold in an intellectual television crime drama like Perry Mason or Peter Gunn.."Where did you hear that

expression," she demanded, though she couldn't conceal her amusement..excited, shrieking. Branch to branch, the flapping of wings is leathery, demonic. The only other

sounds are the thud.Jacob had spent most of two days baking Barty's favorite pies, cakes, and cookies, and he'd prepared a meal as well. Maria's girls were at her sister's

place this evening, so she stayed for dinner. Edom poured wine for everyone but Barty, root beer for the guest of honor, and while this couldn't be called a celebration,

Agnes's spirits were lifted by a sense of normality, of hope, of family..Licky took him down into the mines to show him the gangues, the kinds of earth the ore was likely to

occur in. A few miners were working at the end of a long level..The chest respirator, which Joshua had evidently applied, lay discarded on the bedclothes beside her. She

seldom required this apparatus to assist her breathing, and then only at night..He never passed through a phase during which he grew resistant to hugging or kissing. He

was a hand-holding, cuddling boy to whom displays of affection came easily..No more than a minute after Vanadium departed, a nurse arrived in a rush, no doubt sent by

the hateful cop. Hard to tell, through all the tears, if she was a looker. A nice face, perhaps. But such a stick-thin body.."I get frustrated," he admitted. "Trying to learn how to

do things in the dark ... I get peed off, as they say."."-though this Tom now has a rhinoceros-smacked face, this other Tom, in his own world, has an ordinary face. Poor him,

so ordinary.".The apartment had been furnished with only two padded folding chairs and a bare mattress in the living room. The mattress was on the floor, without benefit of

a bed frame or box springs..Professing befuddlement, the galerieur led the way through three rooms to the front windows, gliding across the polished maple floors as

though he were on wheels..FOLLOWING A SECOND NIGHT at the Sleepie Tyme Inne, waking at dawn, Junior felt rested, refreshed-and in control of his bowels..According

to the brief biographic note with the picture, Celestina White was a graduate of San Francisco's Academy of Art College. She had been born and raised in Spruce Hills,

Oregon, the daughter of a minister..In either case, printing the name in blood was a ritualistic act, and ritualism of this nature was an unmistakable symptom of a seriously

unbalanced mind. Evidently, the wife killer would be easier to crack than expected, because his shell was already badly fractured..After a bit Otter nodded left, away from

the grey stone tower. They walked on towards a long, treeless valley, past grass-grown dumps and tailings..Ordinarily, when Celestina was troubled, her art was a perfect

sanctuary from all woes. When she was planning, composing, and rendering, time had no meaning for her, and life had no sting..When Junior tried to lift Victoria, her

voluptuousness lost its appeal. As dead weight, she was heavier than he expected..This time he didn't flip the quarter straight into the air. He tipped his hand, and with his

thumb, he shot the coin toward Agnes..Ashamed and scared, she told no one. Although a victim, she blamed herself, and the prospect of being exposed to ridicule so

horrified her that despair got the better of good judgment..After examining Phimie, who was nauseous, Daines prescribed an anticonvulsant, an antiemetic, and a sedative,
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all intravenously..There was a valuable lesson to be learned from the encounter with Renee Vivi: Many things in this life are not what they first appear to be. To Junior,

however, the lesson was not worth learning if he had to live with the vivid memory of his humiliation..Although she would have felt ridiculous phrasing this question in these

words to any other three-year-old, no better way existed to ask it of her special son: "Kiddo ... do you realize you're speaking of your dad in the present tense?".The

corroded casement-operating mechanism began to give way, as did the hinges, and the window sagged outward..Ten months later, Simon called again, also regarding

Cain, but this time the attorney was the client, and Cain was the target. What Simon wanted Nolly to do was strange, to say the least, and it could be construed as

harassment, but none of it was exactly illegal. And for two years, beginning with the quarter in the cheeseburger, ending with the coin-spitting machines, all of it had been

great fun..Nothing he could do about it now. Having Naomi's body moved to another grave, in a cemetery without Negroes, would cause a lot of talk. He didn't want to draw

more attention to himself..Finally sleeping, he had anxiety dreams of being in a public rest room, overcome by urgent need, only to find that every stall was occupied by

someone he had killed, all of them vengefully determined to deny him a chance for dignified relief..Besides, he didn't want the police in San Francisco to know that he'd

been suspected, by at least one of their kind, of having killed his wife in Oregon. What if one of the locals was curious enough to request a copy of the case file on Naomi's

death, and what if in that file, Vanadium had made reference to Junior waking from a nightmare, fearfully repeating Bartholomew? And then what if Junior eventually located

the right Bartholomew and eliminated the little bastard, and then what if the local cop who'd read the case file connected one Bartholomew to the other and started asking

questions? Admittedly, that was a stretch. Nevertheless, he hoped to fade from the SFPD's awareness as soon as possible and live henceforth beyond their ken..For eight

months following that night, until late September of 1965, Vanadium had been in a coma, and his doctors had not expected him to regain consciousness. A passing motorist

had found him lying along the highway near the lake, soaked and muddy. When, after his long sleep, he awakened in the hospital, withered and weak, he'd had no memory

of anything after walking into Victoria's kitchen-except a vague, dreamlike recollection of swimming up from a sinking car..As always, curious about how others lived-or, in

this case, bad lived-Junior explored the house, poking in drawers and closets. For a widower, Bartholomew Prosser was neat and well-organized.."Naomi--she popped out

of my oven twenty years ago, not out of yours," Sheena continued in a fierce whisper. "If anyone's suffering here, it's me, not you. Who're you, anyway? Some guy who's

been boinking her for a couple years, that's all you are. I'm her mother. You can never know my pain. And if you don't stand with this family to make these wankers pay up

big-time, I'll personally cut your balls off while you're sleeping and feed them to my cat.".Junior found the acclaim gratifying, but the widespread use of his photograph was a

high price to pay even for the recognition of his contribution to art. Fortunately, with his bald head and pocked face, he no longer resembled the Enoch Cain for whom the

authorities were searching. And they believed that the bandages on his face, at the church, had been merely an exotic disguise. One psychologist even speculated that the

bandages had been an expression of the guilt and shame he felt on a subconscious level. Yeah, right..At first all had gone well. Agnes, Maria, and Edom were rightly

amazed. A thrill of wonder and big smiles all around the table. They were enthralled by the astoundingly favorable fall of cards, a breathtaking mathematical

improbability..Stepping forward lightly, lightly, as he swung the candlestick, Junior saw the dinner guest stiffen, perhaps sensing danger or at least movement, but it was too

late. The guy didn't even have time to turn his head or duck..Over potato soup and an asparagus salad, the dinner conversation got off to a promising start: a discussion of

favorite potato dishes, observations on the weather, talk of Mexico at Christmas..A cause now apparent, the fear explained, Agnes held her baby more tightly. So new to the

world, he seemed already to be slipping away from her, captured by the whirlpool of a demanding destiny..As Obadiah lowered himself into a well-worn armchair, he said to

Edom, "Son, don't I know you from somewhere?".Not cheerful, life-loving, high-spirited, churchgoing Naomi. She saw every day through a golden haze that came from the

sun in her heart..Celestina, standing next to Agnes, put an arm around her waist, as perhaps she had once been in the habit of doing with her sister..The following morning,

he canceled his German lessons. It was an impossible language. The words were enormously long..Antihypertensive drugs were administered intravenously, and Phimie

was confined to bed, attached to a heart monitor..She had expected horror, although perhaps not a horror quite as stark as this, and she had also expected to be crushed

by it, destroyed, because although she was able to survive any misery that might be visited upon her, she didn't think that she possessed the fortitude to endure the

suffering of her innocent child. Yet she listened, and she received the terrible burden of the news, and her bones did not at once turn to dust, though unfeeling dust was

what she now preferred to be..Nothing he had learned about the supernatural had led him closer to a belief in ghosts and in all that ghosts implied. His faith still reposed

entirely in Enoch Cain Jr., and he refused to make room on his altar for anyone or anything other than himself.Angel found this hysterical, and Agnes said long-sufferingly,

"Thank you for the language lesson, Master Lampion.".Celestina met them at the front door and flung her arms around Wally. He let go of his cane-Tom caught it-and

returned her embrace with such ardor, kissed her so hard, that evidently residual weakness was no longer a problem..Curious to know what Neddy had said, Junior quickly

approached the same gallery staffer. "Excuse me, but I've been looking for my friend ever so long in this mob, and then I saw him talking to you-the gentleman in the

London Fog and the tux-and now I've lost him again. He didn't say if he was leaving, did he? He's my ride home.".I know what you're thinking," her mother said, reaching

across the table and placing one hand over Celestina's. "I know how useless you feel, how helpless, how small, but you must remember this . . ..Whereas the lone heart at

the center of the rectangular white field inspired amazement and delight in her brothers and in Maria, Agnes reacted to it with dread. She strove to mask her true feelings

with a smile as thin as the edge of a playing card..As woe begone a widower as anyone could expect, Junior spent every night home alone. By Sunday, he'd slept without

companionship eight nights since being discharged from the hospital..St. Mary's social workers did not arrive with dawn, so Celestina was given the privacy of one of their

offices, where the wet face of the morning pressed blurrily at the windows, and where she phoned her parents with the terrible news. From here, too, she arranged with a

mortician to collect Phimie's body from the cold-storage locker in the hospital morgue, embalm it, and have it flown home to Oregon..Initially, Helen Greenbaum, at

Greenbaum Gallery, had taken on three canvases, and had sold them within a month. She took four more, then another three when two of the four moved quickly. By the

time that she'd placed ten pieces with collectors, Helen decided to include Celestina in a show of six new artists. And now, already, she had a show of her own..A mutual

interest in ballroom dancing had resulted in their introduction when each needed a new partner for a fox-trot and swing competition. Nolly had started taking lessons five

years before he had met Kathleen..Worrying is what mothers do best. Celestina was her mother, as far as Angel was concerned, and the child was not yet of an age to be
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told, and to understand, that she had been blessed with two mothers: the one who gave birth to her, and the one who raised her..Agnes dropped to one knee before the boy

and held him gently by the shoulders. "Let me look.".On a morning in July, Junior was visiting the public library, poring through the stacks in search of exotic volumes on the

occult, when the phantom voice rose nearby. Here, the singing sounded softer than in his apartment, little more than a murmur, and also threadier..Less cautious than the

typical accountant, perhaps mellow in this season of peace, Prosser opened the door without hesitation.
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